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from the war as part of the Veterans' Emergency Housing Program.
Prefabricated housing played a large part in Wyatt's proposal to Truman.
“The Expediter” hoped to have a quarter of a million prefab units under
construction in 1946 and an additional 600,000 the following year. “We
can meet this need only by bringing to bear the same daring, determined
and hard hitting team work with which we tackled the emergency job of
building the world's most powerful war machine four years ago;” Wyatt
stressed in a 1946 report to President Truman. The promise of federal
support to prefabrication builders significantly helped to stimulate growth
in the industry. Their number nearly tripled—up to 280 in 1946 from just
100 the year prior.

And their brand of experimental design got a bit of a boost in 1939 when
the New York World's Fair proclaimed the supremacy of the Modern. As
Russell Lynes recalled in his 1949 book, The Tastemakers, one witnessed,
“a city of geometrical shapes, of Trylon and Perisphere, of strip windows
and ramps and flat roofs and glass walls’ Like the White City of the
Columbian Exposition of 1893, which had celebrated the triumph of the
Beaux-Arts, the New York World's Fair announced in indisputable terms
that Modern of a sort was here to stay—at least for awhile, and at least
so far as industrial building was concerned. Lynes argued that the Second
World War was instrumental in advancing the cause of modern design,
at least for awhile. “People were glad to live in anything, he writes, “even
Quonset huts!

Recognizing the housing shortage as a window of opportunity,
Buckminster Fuller reintroduced his Dymaxion concept during the war.
Presented to the United States military as the awkwardly monikered
“Airbarac Dymaxion Dwelling Machine," this housing complex was
designed to easily accommodate officers’ housing, barracks, and a four-
deck hospital ward. Fuller designed a structure to be built from aluminum,
which was, at the time, the alloy developed for warplane construction.
Despite its many advantages, the government rejected Fuller's idea due
to a lack of the necessary building materials.

Meanwhile, in Kansas, the Beech Aircraft Company needed housing in
order to keep a rapidly dispersing workforce from seeking employment
in other industries. The company saw the Dymaxion Dwelling Machine as
a good option. Fuller's small, lightweight house was inexpensive, easy to

maintain, and built to withstand Kansas tornadoes. But its unconventional
round shape, coupled with labor disputes and Fuller's refusal to comply
with his investors’ guidelines, caused the project to fall apart. One proto-
type house was built in Kansas.

Fuller's continuing fascination with housing systems that were compact
and transportable continued. In 1948, he gave his students at the
Institute of Design in Chicago the task of designing a “Standard of
Living Package,’ a container, transportable by trailer, that could hold com-
plete furnishings for a household of six. And later that year, he would
develop his first geodesic structures. In 1949, Fuller presented his
design for the Wichita House, which consisted of lightweight standard-
ized aluminum units that were to be assembled at the site. Republic
Aircraft was set to produce it. Though the well-publicized house drew
over 30,000 expressions of interest from around the country, Republic,
in the end, manufactured only two.
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m of the Drey(us house consisted of smgle full-sized pane\s
made from paper cores skinned with aluminum. Manufactured off-site,
these panels were to be transported to the desired location and then
erected. The project was funded by the federal government's Guarantee
Market program, created to provide housing and employment for workers
making the transition to a postwar economy. Several other aircraft
companies were developing prototype homes in an effort to make up
for the decline in airplane manufacturing after the war, but none ever
went into production.

In 1948, the Lustron Corporation began producing prefabricated,
all-steel houses in a surplus wartime aircraft factory that had been
used to build Curtiss-Wright fighter planes. The idea for a prefabricated,
all-steel dwelling wasn't new, but Lustron founder Carl Strandlund was
initially more adept at marketing it than his predecessors. “This is the
house America is talking about," color advertisements for Lustron pro-
claimed—and America was.

23




